tObc  9  0  B  3 


/2> 

/V)  s 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


iiNCE  1877 

lY  1,2007 
VoL.  131 
No.  5 


% 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Evangelism  conference  reaches  new  highs 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

The  2007  Mississippi  Baptist 
State  Evangelism  Conference 
was,  in  the  words  of  one  par¬ 
ticipant,  "one  of  the  best 
events  ever.  It's  been  years 
since  I  was  so  moved  in  an 
evangelism  conference." 

The  event  began  with .  the 
State  Women's  Evan^^lism 
Conference,  hosted  by  Cross- 

fates  Church,  Brandon,  on  Jan. 
0.  This  comptinent  of  the  event 
was  hosted  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board's 
(MBCB)  Women’s  Visionary 
Team,  the  Women's  Missionary 
Union  (wMu)  directors. 
Women  on  Mission,  Women's 
Evangelism,  and  Women's 
enrich^ment  ministry  leaders  of 
Area  Five.  Participants  began 
the  day  at  9  a  m.  for  Pray  Over 
Brandon,  a  prayerw’alking 
event  The  ‘onference  itself 
began  at  10:3C  u.m.,  which 
induded  conferences,  lunch, 
and  worship.  Leadership 
included  Jay  Martin,  North 
American  'Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  Heartcall  leader,  with 
music  by  Lori  Schuler  and 
ensemble.  "If  you  will  grow 
always  and  pray  constantly, 
God  will  bless  you  and  you  will 
make  a  difference,’'  said 
Martin.  "The  times  I  seem  to 
have  made  the  most  difference 
in  someone's  life  wasn't  neces¬ 
sarily  when  1  felt  like  rejoicing. 
God  says  rejoice  always." 

The  Evangelism  Conference 
itself  began  at  Pinelake  Church, 
Brandon,  Jan.  21,  5  p.m. 
Worship  was  led  by  the 
Pinelake  music  ministiy,  and 
Lou  Leventhal,  a  Christian  illu¬ 
sionist  from  Canada,  shared 
several  illusions  and  slight-of- 
hand  effects.  In  one,  a  young 
man  was  secured  in  a  guillotine 
and  emerged  intact  after  the 
blade  dropped.  "I've  done  this 
trick  probably  1500  times,"  said 
Leventhal,  "and  I'ye  only  had 
three  people  back  out  —  but  let 
God  ask  us  to  do  something 
outside  of  our  comfort  /one, 
and  people  balk  " 

Cnris  McDaniel,  a  country 
mu.sic  artist  formerly  with  the 
group  Confederate  Railroad, 
also  fed  in  worship  and  shared 
his  testimony  of  how  he 
returnt*d  to  his  faith  after  "hav¬ 
ing  it  all."  Chip  Henderson, 
pastor  of  Pinelake,  shared  a 
mes.sage  on  "waiting  tin  God." 
"We  need  to  set  our  minds  and 
hearts  for  God,"  said 
Henderson,  "and  wait.  We 


STEP  OUT  —  Scores  of  attendees  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  State  Evangelism  Conference  respond 
to  the  invitation  offered  by  Don  Wilton,  pastor.  First  Church,  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  during  the  Jan.  21 
evening  worship  service.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


need  to. wait  for  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God  to  move  on  us.  Nothing 
happened  in  the  book  of  Acts 
until  the  disciples  prayed." 

The  conference  resumed 
Jan.  22,  and  included  praise 
and  worship  led  by  Ronnie 
Cottingham,  a  message  from 
Gary  Bowlin,  president  of  the 
Conference  of  Southern  Baptist 
Evangelists,  and  Roy  Fish,  pro¬ 
fessor,  Southwestern  Seminary, 
and  NAMB  interim  president. 
"There  is  a  kingdom  of  God," 
said  Fish,  "but  there  is  also  a 
kingdom  of  Satan.  Real  evan¬ 
gelism  is  the  inva.sion  of  the 
kingdom  of  Satan." 

Afterncxin  breakout  sessions 
included  Mike  Greenberg,  of  e3 
Resources  and  the  creator  of  the 
Evangecube;  John  Powers, 
founoer  and  president  of  |ohn 
S.  Powers  Ministries, 
Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  author  of 
the  I  Believe  doctrine  series; 
and  Fish.  Other  speakers  for  the 
evening  included  Jim  Futral, 
executive  director-treasurer, 
MBCB;  Don  Wilton,  pastor, 
First  Church,  Spartanburg,  S.C, 
and  David  Jeremiah,  pastor, 
Shadow  Mountain  Communitv’ 
Church,  San  Diego,  Ca.  Music 


and  worship  was  provided  by 
Allan  Hams  and  Karen  Fisk; 
McDaniel;  and  the  Broadmoor 
Church  music  ministry  led  by 
Doran  Bugg. 

One  high  moment  came 
when  Wilton,  using  2  Timothy 
1:6  as  his  text,  called  on  the 
attendees  to  "step  out  —  do 
whatever  it  is  that  God  is  call¬ 
ing  you  to  do,"  and  the  altar 
was  flooded  with  people. 
David  Jeremiah  said,  "The 
church  is  cut  off  from  the 
humanity  of  its  members,  and 
has  lost  contact  with  the 
humanity  outside  its  doors." 

The  Senior  Adult  State 
Evangelism  rally  concluded 
the  overall  conference  Jan.  23. 
According  to  Cilenn  Shows, 
a)nsultant  in  the  Discipleshlp 
<ind  Famih  Minislr\ 
Department,  MBCB,  "We  had 
496  senior  adults  from  4^^ 
churches,  representing  3S 
towns.’  Breakout  sessitins 
were  led  b\  Sonn\  Adkins, 
former  state  evangelism  direc¬ 
tor  and  pastor  of  New  Hebron 
Church,  New  Hebron,  Ferris 
Jordan,  former  professor  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
co-author  of  Grandparenting 


by  Grace;  Evelyn  Williams,  a 
volunteer  and'  state  prayer 
advocate.  Hickory;  anci  Larrv 
Mizell,  former  senior  adult 
consultant  with  LifeWay. 
During  the  invitation  of  the 
closing  worship  service,  60 
senior  adults  made  decisions. 
When  asked  what  accounted 
for  the  response.  Shows  said, 
"It  began  in  the  breakout  ses¬ 
sions,  which  were  all  over¬ 
flowing.  During  the  worship 
service  (led  by  Dick  Baker, 
former  chairman  of  Music 
Missions  and  Evangelism, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  and 
his  brother.  Bo  Baker,  wno  has 
worked  in  evangelism  for  45 
vears  and  written  the  words 
to  over  100  songs  and  hymns) 
the  Spirit  moved."  Said  Bo 
Baker,  "I'w  never  seen  a 
move  ot  the  Spirit  like  this 
among  senior  adults  in  m\ 
\  ears  of  ministry." 

The  2008  Evangelism 
Conference  will  be  at 
Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
on  January  20-22.  For  more 
information,  contact  Don  Lum 
at  (8(X1)  748-1651,  ext.  280,  or  in 
Jackson  at  (601)  292-3278 
Email;  dlum«"mbcb.org 


Who’s  protecting  the  children? 


-  molesting  her  during  counseling  ses¬ 
sions  when  she  was  14  years  old. 

"1  hated  it,  that  it  happen^,"  Amyx 
confessed  in  a  sworn  deposition  that  is 
public  record.  "I  told  her  many  times  I 
never  meant  to  hurt  her,  and  if  I  did.  I'm 
sorry.  And  she  always  said  it  was  OK." 

Tne  lawsuit  also  alleges  that  Amyx 
threatened  the  teen  with  guns  and  knives 
to  keep  her  silent,  and  stalked  her  even  as 
she  moved  several  times  to  avoid  him. 

Closer  to  home,  calls  for  the  resignation 
of  Steve  Gaines,  senior  pastor  of  felle\  ue 
Church  in  Cordova,  Tennessee,  grow  loud- 
er  as  details  emerge  about  his  knowledge 
alleged  child  sexual  abuse  involving  one 
church's  ministers  that  began  17 
^  years  ago,  his  delay  in  taking  decisive 

action  for  six  months,  and  his  failua*  to 
^  •  notify  authorities  under  state  law. 

Williams,  a  34-year  Bellevue  staffer, 
^  was  finally  dismissed  after  a  special  inves- 

tijgative  committee  issued  a  scathing  report 
aw)ut  the  handling  of  the  matter. 

"Starting  with  Paul,  there  appears  to 
have  been  no  serious  consideration  given 
by  anyone  to  the  health  and  safety  of  the 
Bellevue  family,"  the  committee  report 
admitted  to  "a  states.  "On  Paul's  part,  there  appears  to 
ned.  "I  confess  never  have  been  anv  time  in  seventeen 
e  not  kept,"  he  years  that  any  consideration  was  given  to 
K  members.  the  effect  that  having  a  child  molester  on 
I  reports,  a  civil  the  ministerial  staff  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
that  accused  Church  would  have  onihe  church." 
a  five-year  sex-  These  are  not  lurid  stories  from  mime 
te  was  counsel-  faraway  denomination  or  cult  with  w  hich 

rl  was  15  years  we  have  scant  contact  and  little  doctrine  in 
limitations  has  common.  These  are  our  churches,  and  our 
children.  What  are  the  chances  that  similar 
ler  Denton-area  outrages  are  occurring  in  Mississippi 
it  recently.  Dale  Baptist  churches?  It  may  not  be  wide- 
livar  Church  in  spread,  but  just  do  the  math. 

It  he  paid  child  Let's  get  serious  about  protecting  the 
id  is  currently  chilu.en  entrusted  to  our  cnurches.  After 
with  the  child  s  all,  we  have  it  on  pretW  good  authority 
5es  that  Amyx  that  it's  the  right  thing  to  do. 


Jt's  always  sad  to  hear  of  the  news  of 
another  child  abused  at  the  hands  of 
trusted  adults.  It's  infinit^y  sadder 
when  the  abuse  occurs  in  church  —  yea, 
even  Southern  Baptist  churches.  With  a 
recent  spate  of  reports  about  child  sexu¬ 
al  abuse  in  some  of  the  churches  of  our 
convention,  we  are  once  again  reminded 
not  only  of  our  legal  responsibilities  in 
this  area  but  more  importantly,  what 
jesus  had  to  say  about  His  pre- 

Icious  little  ones: 

Then  little  children  were 
brought  to  fesus  for  hint  to  place  his 
hands  on  them  and  pray  /or  them. 
But  the  disciples  rebuked  those  who 
brought  them.  Jesus  said,  '’Let  the 
little  children  come  to  me,  and  do 
not  hinder  them,  for  the  kingdom  o/ 
heaven  belongs  to  such  as  these. ' 
(Matthew  19:14  NIV) 

And  if  anyone  causes  one  of  these 
little  ones  wrio  believe  in  me  to  sin. 
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wrestling  with  the  preponder¬ 
ance  of  evidence  in  its  favor. 
He  is  now  active  in  sharing  the 
Gospel  with  Muslims. 

Nabeel  Qureshi  was  a  com¬ 
mitted  Muslim  whose  father  is 
a  Muslim  leader  in  Virginia.  In 
2005  Nabeel  became  a 

Christian.  After  being  shaken 
by  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of 
Cnristianity,  Nabeel  traveled 
to  Europe  and  Canada  and 
met  w'itn  Muslim  leaders  in 
search  of  answers  to  his  ques¬ 
tions.  In  both  cases,  he 

returned  unsatisfied  with  the 
answers  he  was  given  Nabeel 
is  now  m  medical  school  and 
is  simultaneously  completing 
a  master's  degree*  in  Christian 
apologetics,  and  has  alreadv 
engaged  in  a  public  debate 
with  a  Muslim  Imam. 

Muslims  are  leaving  Islam  Now  is  the  time  tor 

and  becoming  followers  of  Christians  to  begin  serious  dia- 

jesus  every  year  in  Africa.  In  logue  concerning  how  we  may 
2005,  roughly  250,000  be  used  by  God  to  get  His  gld- 
Muslims  converted  to  rious  Gospel  to  Muslims  in 
Christianity  in  Iran.  Between  North  America,  a  people  whom 
2003-2005,  roughly  one  mil-  God  loves  passionatelv. 

lion  Muslims  converted  to  - 

Christianity  in  Arab  countries.  Licotta  is  director  cf  apologetics 
Muslims  are  coming  to  Christ  and  interfaith  eiongelism  dV  the 
in  North  America,  too.  North  American  Mission  Board  of 
although  not  to  the  same  the  Southern  Baptist  Coni»ention  in 
extent  as  in  Muslim  countries.  Alpharetta,  Georgia.  He  may  be  con- 
Abdu  Murray  is  an  attorney  tacted  at  inlicona^namb.net  His, 
in  the  Detroit  area  who  commentary,  edited  here  for  length,' 
became  a  Christian  after  apfkws  courtesy  of  Baptist  Pn’s's 


In  the  spring  of  2006  1,000 
British  Muslims  were 
polled.  The  results  were 
alarming.  Twenty-eight  per¬ 
cent  wanted  to  see  Great 
Britain  become  an  Islamic  state. 
Sixty-eight  percent  held  that 
Brits  who  insult  Islam  should 
be  arrested  &  prosecuted. 

The  objective  of  manv 
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objective 

Islamicize  the  By  Mike  Licom 

Nort/,  American  Mission  Board 

efibrts,  these  recard  it  as  a  "war  ■ 
on  Islam."  This  does  not  mean 

all  Muslims  hate  Christians.  For  (Galatians  1 :8;  2  Corinthians  On  a  personal  level,  jesus  tells 
over  a  thousand  years  there  10:5).  In  the  eyes  of  Muslim  us  plainly  what  our  response 
have  been  many  friendships  Islamicists,  this  places  evangeli-  should  be  in  Luke  6:27-35. 
between  Muslims  and  cal  Christians  at  war  with  Isiam. 

Christians.  However,  Muslims 

who  have  befriended  Christians  •  Love  Muslims!  jesus  pre- 
have  disregarded  die  Koran  in  dieted  the  current  dilemma.  He 
the  process,  since  it  prohibits  warned  that  false  prophets 
such  friendships  (Q  5:51 ). 
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North  American  Mission  Board 

Prof  pursues  Bible  truth  through  archaeology 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 

—  Steven  M.  Ortiz  grew  up  in 
east  Los  Angeles,  attending  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  with 
his  then-newly  converted 
father,  intrigued  by  sermons 
from  a  pastor  who  regularly 
cited  the  historical  and  cultural 
background  of  the  biblical  text. 

"My  personality  is  the  type 
that  1  want  to  touch  and  taste 
it,"  said  Ortiz,  reflecting  on  his 
ioume\  from  a  curious  xid  to  a 
Ph.D.  archaeologist  who  has 
worked  with  some  of  the  field's 
foremost  scholars. 

The  da\  he  was  inter\  iewed 
in  his  office  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Ortiz’ 
adrenaline  was  just  beginning  to 
subside  from  tne  week  before, 
when  the  s«.'minary's  I  Ruth 
Martin  t  ollectii>n  of  archaei>li>g-  | 
ical  artifacts,  dating  back  U>  the 
Iron  Age  (l,lXMT-rS86  B.C.),  was 
redisii)\  ered  after  K'ing  stum¬ 
bled  uiH>n  dcH-'p  in  the  climate'-  | 
controlled  library  archives.  / 

It  sevms  the  collection  was  }  yT 
inconspicuously  markt*d,  boxc'd 
and  stored  amid  aging  church 
music  dcK'uments  on  a  K»ttom 
shelf,  just  a  tew  days  later,  Ortiz 
was  lecturing  to  a  handful  of  most  pn 
students  in  tne  newly  minted  ing  archc 
si'minar  rmim  that  now'  houses  If  all 
the  Martin  collection.  Many  of  ter's-leve 
the  lOD-plus  pieces  of  LX>ttery,  the 
incUaling  cuneiform  tablet  writ-  In  the 
ings,  jars,  oil  lamps  and  ancient  of  Cieoigi 
coins,  were  already  displayed  living  in 
in  glass  ca.st's.  '  nary  pi 

The*  recover)'  of  the  artifacts,  known  . 
w'hich  jt)in  other  artifact^  in  the  -Hrael;  m. 
Charles  C.  Tandy  Archaeological  that  dig 
Museum  at  Southw’estem,  gives  Southwe 
students  a  tangible  sease  of  bib- 
.►lical  history,  Ottiz  said.  -  Gezt 

Ortiz  joined  Southwestern's  Pointi 
faculty  last  fall  as  associate  pro-  inside  th 
fessor  of  archaeology  and  bibh-  that  Tin 
cal  backgrounds  and  diwftor  of  worked  ( 
the  landy  Museum,  coming  vation  in 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary,  three  to 
After  Hurricane  Katrina  sent  site  of  th 
the  Ortizes  to  Grapevine,  Texas,  Southwe 
to  bt'  near  family,  Ortiz  found  and  San 
support  as  a  fellow  professor  at  Antiquit 
the  Southern  Baptist  sister  Gez,er 
sch(H>l  in  Fort  Worth.  that  led 
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Ortiz 


can  no  longer  den\  the  his- 
toricit\  ot  the  Bible,"  he  s^id 
"What  the\  do  is  the\  change 
the  historicity  of  the  Bible.  .And 
so  they  find  other  CiOspeK 
They  just  change  it  a  little  - 
lesus  bi'ing  married  to  Mar\' 
Magdalene,  etc.,  etc.  In  Old 
Testament  |studies|  there  are 
similar  trends  then*. 

"They  don't  den\'  the  histi>ric- 
itx’  of  David  and  Sr>lomon  anv- 
rhore,  thi*\'  just  change  it  a  little. 
David  and  Si>lomon  weri'n't  real- 
h  ancient  kings  of  Isnu'l;  the*) 
wen'  small  tnbal  chieftains,  or 
we  have  all  the  dabng  wrong," 
I'htiz  explained,  giving  example*' 
of  how  mv  iskmists  attempt  U> 
dismiss  tht'  biblical  account. 

"(T)his  is  when'  m\  work 
comes  in  This  is  when'  it  s 
important,"  Ortiz  said.  "The 
accounts  ol  i'favid  —  an*  the\ 
historical  or  an*  they  mythologi¬ 
cal?  This  is  the  qut'stion  that's 
pn'sented  in  im^st  classes. 

"The  Milution,  naturally,  is 
archacHilogical  n'search." 


exf.x'ditiiMi,  led  in  part  b\  Cfrtiz 
and  Wolft  It  will  continue  in 
2lX)7  with  c'vmsortium  members 
that  include  Southwestern 
Seminary,  Midw  t*stem  St'minarx', 
Lancaster  Bible  College,  the 
Marian  Fakins  .ArchacH»K>gical 
Museum,  Lycoming  College, 
and  Grace  Seminar)'. 

^  In  fact,  ScHithwe^'m  will  a> 
sptMisor  the  dig  wt>rk  at  Tel  Gezer 
with  the'  Israeli  agency,  a  shift 
that  I'omes  in  amjunctie»n  with 
Ortiz’  n'HW'e  to  Siiuth western. 
"The  Tel  Gezer  excavatkxis  have 
the'  peite'ntial  to  be*-i»ne  i>f  the'  few 
Ame'rican  excae  ataxi  pnije'cts  in 
Ismel  that  is“  training  the*  next 
ge'iieratiem  e>t  biblical  an'haex»lev 
gists,"  xiid. 


Bihle  histont 

In  addressing  the  se*mi- 
narv's  truste'e's  last  fall,  Ortiz 
cite'd  an  incre*asing  public 
interest  in  archae‘e>log),  such  as 
a  ix'cent  article  m  Newswevk 
magazine.  "Because*  o\  archae¬ 
ological  n'search,  revisiemists 


Altew  Fluster  aexx'pts  the*  call  as  diree  tor  of  missions  for  the  Mississippi 
AsstKiatum.  He*  hael  ^lastored  Be'thle'hem  Church,  .MKiny,  La.,  tor  Ih  ye*ars 


The  executive*  committee*  e>f  the*  Lincoln  AsseK'iation  pas.se*s  a  re*se»lution 
repudiating  "racial  slurs  by  public  officials  anywhe*re,  any  plaix*,  any 
time,  and  unde'r  anv  exmditions." 


Tut  Baitisi  RK  ixin 
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Heavenly  HoimajLTURE 


You  Can  Resfond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  .'Juirr  the  following  orayer 
with  Cod  in  your  oum  uwos: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  hmve  sinned. ) 

2.  I  want  foraiveness  for  my 
sins  and  free<KMn  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fesns.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Smvior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  tecehrd  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  light  to  become 
chiUren  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.”  (lahn  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Most  of  you  have  pmbably 
noticed  that  mere  is  a  lot  of  heav¬ 
enly  horticulture  woven  through 
the  teachings  of  Jesus.  Living  in  a 
predominai^  j^raiian  society, 
Jesus  kftew  and  His  listerwrs 
knew  a  lot  about  seed,  plants, 
and  the  food  supply  that  is  made 
possible  because  of  their  growth. 
In  our  revved  up,  computerized, 
televised,  arnl  microwavable 
sodety.  kids  nor  their  parents 
think  about  plants  or  our  depen¬ 
dence  on  them.  The  teacher  was 
asking  her  little  preschoolers, 
“Where  does  bread  come  from?“ 
Several  of  them  raised  their 
hands  and  the  one  little  boy  who 
was  called  on  said,  “CXirs  comes 
from  Kro^'s“  1  wonder  if  in  his 
little  mind  he  thou^t  there  was 
a  tree  somewhere  that  ^w  little 
plastic  bags  filled  with  bread  that 
ended  up  on  the  shelves  at 
Kroger  and  ultirrtately  became 
sandwiches  for  him  to  eat. 

Jesus  was  in  tune  with  the 
lant  life  around  Him  and  in 
ohn  15  He  talks  about  us  and 
says  that  the  believer  is  like  a 
part  of  the  virwyard.  You 
remember  His  words  as  He 
explained  that  He  is  the  vine 
and  we  are  the  branches  that  go 
out  from  the  vine.  Simply, 
beautifully,  and  amazingly  as 
only  Jesus  is  able  to  do  He"  pic¬ 
tures  for  us  our  life  in  Him.  Let 
me  share  just  three  areas  that 
He  calls  to  our  attention. 

The  first  is  connectivity.  All 
of  the  nourishment,  susteiiance, 
minerals,  and  water  that 
enabled  the  branches  to  do  any- 
thmg,  be  anything,  look  like 
anyming,  and  produce  anything 
comes  nom  m  virte.  As  you 
study  John  15,  you  keep  run¬ 
ning  into  Bte  word  abide.  Stay 
connected  because  if  you  are 
disconiweted  the  flow  of  all  of 
the  resources  cease.  This  irKied- 
ible  and  undeniable  'truth 
applies  to  every  single  one  of  us. 
Regardless  of  how  rafted  you 
may  be,  how  much  desire  you 
may  have  to  do  something  for 
the  Lord,  or  how  lo^  you  Mve 
known  Him,  there  is  ^  ongo¬ 
ing  maintenance,  the  connecav- 
ity  of  the  branch  to  the  vine. 
Without  elaborating  let  me  just 
mentkxi  how  this  takes  place. 

The  connectivity  remains 
intact  as  the  believer  stays  in  the 
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CHAPB.  RAPnST  CHURCH 
Cleveland.  Mist.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
minialer  of  musk.  Please  tend  resume 
to  Morrison  Chapel  BapHsI  Church, 
lames  Lindsey,  9W  Township  Road. 
Meriaold  MS  38959 
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Chapal  BapM  ChuRh.  laniat  Lindwyi  990 
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FRANRUN  RAmST  CHURCH  it  seek¬ 
ing  a  Itoitor,  Mbuth  Minister  artd  Musk 
tifMniitor.  Send  resume  to  2222  Cox  Ferry 
Rd,  Floia  MS  39071. _ 
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Mise.,  seeks  a  Itort-time  Itoulh  Minister. 
Please  subntit  resumes  to  First  Baptist 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  487,  Plarttert^lie, 
MS  38882,  or  email  to  Brslhap- 
list800tobeilsouth.net. 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Word  and  the  Word  in  the 
believer.  Beyond  that  there  is  the 
unfailing  and  constant  assexna- 
tion  that  must  be  ongoing 
through  prayer.  Finally,  but 
somebmes  overlooked,  tfiere  is 
the  association  with  all  of  the 
other  branches.  You  will  never 
find  a  branch  disconnected  from 
the  vine  and  disas.sociated  from 
all  of  the  other  branches  in  the 
vineyard  producing  anything. 
So  every  believer  must  find  and 
closel)’  guard  that  ongoing  inter¬ 
action  with  the  Lord  manif^t  in 
the  midst  of  His  people.  Never 
in  Scripture  is  our  total  depen¬ 
dence  on  Jesus  seen  more  point¬ 
edly  and  pictured  more  beauti¬ 
fully  than  when  Jesus  says  in 
John  15  at  the  end  of  the  verse, 
"Without  me  ye  can  do  noth¬ 
ing."  It  does  not  matter  what 
you  do  or  say  or  where  you 
serve  in  the  Lord's  work.  If  you 
stay  there  for  a  while  you  bt^in 
to  fWl  as  though  you  can  just  do 
it  without  tluHight,  without  con¬ 
necting,  and  without  spiritually 
infused  resources,  but  you  can¬ 
not.  You  may  go  for  a  while 
and  sing,  teaCTt,  preach,  and  visit 
but  prooably  bemm  ytHi  notice  it 
others  will  notice  mat  the  life 
diat  used  to  flow  through  you 
has  diminished  and  the  leaves 
are  beginning  to  turn  brown  and 
crackly.  The  life  that  used  to  be 
so  apparent  Ls  not  there.  The  key 
was,  IS,  and  always  will  be  con¬ 
nectivity  to  Jesus. 

The  second  great  truth  that 
Jesus  paints  for  ns  has  to  do 
with  cuttings.  Jesus  is  talking 
about  pruning  apd  He  tells  us 
that  the  farmer  or  the  husband¬ 
man,  the  Overseer  of  the  vine¬ 
yard,  goes  through  his  vine¬ 
yard  and  at  times  cuts  out  those 
dead,  or  unproductive,  or  no 
longer  useful  limbs.  The  health 
or  ^  vitality  of  the  vineyard  is 
dependent  on  the  overseer's 
sele^ive  pruning.  In  ways 


oftentimes  that  we  do  not  even 
notice,  God  is  at  work  pruning 
amongus  and  sometimes  with¬ 
in  us.  iTiere  are  times  within  a 
fellowship  and  sometimes  in  an 
individual  believer  that  a  bad 
attitude  begins  to  develop.  It 
may  be  a  negative  attitucle  or 
an  apathetic  attitude.  It  can  be  a 
silent  miffed  attitude,  or  it  can 
be  an  open,  outward,  strident, 
just  mean  attitude.  Jesus  is 
aware  of  the  condition  of  His 
vineyard.  He  comes  and  works 
among  us  and  in  us  to  remove 
those  things.  More  often  than 
not  we  may  not  see  those  things 
taking  place  for  they  are  hidden 
under  the  skin  and  in  the  heart, 
but  you  can  rest  assured  that 
Jesus  knows.  Later  we  may  see 
the  results  of  the  presence  or 
the  growth  of  a  rotten  attitude, 
but  long  before  it  is  ever  evi¬ 
dent  to  us  the  Lord  spots  it. 
What  a  wonderful  act  of  grace, 
love,  and  mercy  it  is  when  Jesus 
brings  the  pruning  shears  to 
remove  those  things  and  deal 
with  our  condition.  At  the 
moment  we  may  not  under¬ 
stand  and  may  not  even  appre¬ 
ciate  His  working  among  us, 
but  it  is  always  mr  our  gixid 
and  to  His  glory. 

1  lememDer  many  years  ago 
in  revival  at  a  church  a  man  in 
the  church  did  not  like  the  per¬ 
son  who  was  going  to  be  lead¬ 
ing  the  music.  He  would  come 
to  the  revival  services  and 
when  the  worship  time  began 
and  we  started  to  sing,  he 
would  get  up  and  walk  out  to 
demonstrate  his  displeasure. 
He  wanted  everybody  to  see 
him  as  he  expressed  his  dislike 
for  the  man  and  the  music.  He 
would  actually  go  outside  and 
stand  around  or  sit  in  his  car 
until  the  song  service  was  over. 
Then  he  would  come  traipsing 
back  in  to  listen  to  the  sermon. 
In  reality,  the  problem  was  not 


with  the  music  or  the  leader  but 
a  wrong  spirit  within  him.  It  is 
amazing  how  at  times  we  feel 
so  indignant,  so  self-righteous 
that  we  feel  called  of  God  to  put 
a  rotten  attitude  on  display. 
These  things  do  not  go  unm> 
Heed  by  our  Lord,  and  He  has 
His  own  amazing  ways  to  deal 
with  us  to  prune  those  things. 

The  third  and  bottom  line 
truth  that  I  would  point  out  to 
you  that  Jesus  brings  to  the 
forefront  is  continuation.  His 
concern  and  his  oversight  are 
focused  on  the  health,  Hie  vitali¬ 
ty,  and  the  producHon  of  His 
vineyard.  Regardless  of  how  big 
the  vineyard  may  look,  how 
much  water  is  poured  on  it,  or 
how  many  nutnents  are  added, 
if  something  is  not  being  pro¬ 
duced  through  the  branches 
what  is  their  purpose  for  being? 
While  you  and  I  can  look  at  that 
as  a  church  or  even  a  cluster  of 
churches,  it  may  be  mtist  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  look  individually  at 
our  own  lives  and  ask  what 
kind  of  production  is  taking 
place  that  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  Lord  or  to  other  petiple. 
What  is  it  in  your  life  anci  how  is 
it  that  God  is  at  work  producing 
something  that  will  be  beneficial 
to  those  around  you  and  ulH- 
matelv  to  heaven's  glory?  If  the 
branch  never  produces  the  clus¬ 
ter  of  grapes,  in  all  honesty'  you 
have  to  sav  that  it  has  no  pur¬ 
pose  for  being.  If  a  believer 
never  gives,  never  goes,  never 
shares  their  witness,  never 
a*aches  out  to  the  downtrodden, 
never  allows  the  nutrients  that 
have  been  formed  in  their  life  in 
a  cluster  of  godliness  to  bring 
glory  and  adoration  to  Him,  and 
to  bring  a  sweet  taste  of  tkxl's 
goodness  to  anyone  else,  that 
believer  is  without  reason  for 
being  and  without  excuse. 

T^e  a  moment  even  now 
for  inventory,  not  of  others 
but  of  your  own  branch  life 
related  to  Jesus  and  what  it  is 
producing,  but  do  not  stop 
there!  Take  this  moment  to  get 
reconnected,  pruned-up,  and 
back  on  the  production  line 
for  the  master  farmer. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jacl^n,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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SEBREN^  SNMNC,  lACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 


\l 


FINALLY  AFEOROARLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  ^  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christMfnef-ins.com. 
SBMMD  GLA9SMOBH  SERVB4C 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
FORTY  FOUR  ACRES  OF  PRIME 
LAND.  Perfect  setting  for  church, 
school  and/or  recreational  area  in 
Flowood,  MS,  just  outside  of  lackson. 
Convenient  and  easy  travel  to  entire 
metropolitan  area.  Call  Realtor,  |.C. 

HuNhes  at  (601 )  665-2 1 97. _ 

DIBCOLiNT  BAFWTRHS  8i  STEEFLB. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Company  of  lexas,  (800)  728-8291 . 
HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SLJFPLEMENT 
Insurance  Ibo  Expertsive?  Call  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  today  ...  Can  Helpl  Toll- 

fcto  (877)  232-0686. _ 

CHRBTIAN  LONG  DHMNCE.  3.9  CDfTS 
intonuto,  3.9  cents  in  stale.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  CaH  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowerrriyphortebill.corMtaioldN. 


RIVERSIDE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Denham  Springs,  is  seeking  a  full-  time 
associate  pastor  of  education/music. 
RBC  is  a  conservative  Baptist  church 
with  a  traditional  style  of  worship. 
Resumes  ntay  be  mailed  to  Riverside 
Baptist  Church,  36890  LA  Mwy  16, 
Denham  Springs,  LA  70706  —  atten¬ 
tion:  Staff  Search  Committee,  or 
emailed  to  rbcsbctobellsouth.net.  Larry 
Hubbard  is  pastor.HOPPER  GLASS  STU¬ 
DIO,  CUSTOM  church  windows, 
reworking  and  repair,  Columbus/)ackson, 

(877)477-1899. _ 

QUIET  GAIUNRURG  OLBIN  RETREAT: 
2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  S95/nite.  For 
Informatton;  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 
689-9982,  email:  pdiwtowofldnet.att.net. 
HEIOELBERC  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair. 
Fax  illustratfons  to  (601)  483-7958  or 
call  (800)  368-2705. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLST^,  FREE  esti¬ 
mates.  Davit  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


ing  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  moms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Seb^  owners. 
SMOKE-FREE'  BRANSON,  MISSOURI 
condo  nightly  rental.  Like  home,  all 
new  furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps, 
breathtaking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets. 

Call  (888)  879-0388. _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  and  beach¬ 
front  vacation  corKfos.  Spring  specials, 
Gulf  Shores  A  Orange  Beach,  Alabama, 
www.gulfshoretcondos.com.  Two  nights 
efficiency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256.  Four 
nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beachside 
$605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps  6 
beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bedroom 
sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices  include 
everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205) 

554-1524.  (expires  5/25A)7) _ 

“fOURNEY  TO  THE  PROMISED  LAND” 
March  7-18,  2007  —  $3,107.00.  Call  for 
additional  informalionA>rochure.  (662) 
255-2024.  Sponsored  by  Heavenly 
Things  Christian  Bookstore. 

. . Hi.  .liSit.  I.ttsin.  iitiSi  I  ,,t 
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MamAimmctn 


The  William  Carey  Unive^ 
sity  Schix)l  of  Education,  the 
Pine  Belt  Reading  Council 
and  the  MisMssippi  Reading 
Association  (MRA)  will  pre¬ 
sent  Literacy  is  for  Everyone: 

A  Literacy  Workshop,  Feb. 
10  fn>m  8:l5  a.m.  until  4  p.m. 
in  the  lA>rena  Smith  Hall  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Registration  is  from  8:15 
a.m.  uhtil  8:45  a.m.  followed 
by  a  welcoming  'time,  two 
workshop  sessions  and  a 
break  Lunch  will  Ix'  served  - 
from  11;3('  a.m.  until  12:30 
p.m  and  is  included  in  the 
registration  tec*.  Admission 


is  $15  foi  teachers  and  $1(^ 
fi>r  students  leachers  inter¬ 
ested  in  recei\  ing  CEL  civd- 
its  (.5  ca*dits)  should  add 
$20  to  the  admission  pnc>'. 
Participants  are  enctiuragcxl 
U'  pre-register  by  calLing 
Phyllis  Arm.stronj^  Icvtua’r 
in  education  at  Carev,  at 
(601)318-6142  or  Stacy 
Rc*e\es,  assistarft  professor 
of  education  at  {(xH)  318- 
6604.  The  registration  fee  can 
be  paid  at  the  dcx»r. 

2.  Kevin  Manderville,  highly 
acclaimed  classical  gui'.- 
tarist,  will  perform  in  con*- 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong.  ,  ^ 

More  than  1 1(X)  churches  throughout  Mississippi  pul 
their  faith  in  Wellington  AsscKiatcs  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customize^ 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  calf  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  I -H(X)-442-0290. 


Wdlington 

Associates, 


ciTt  Jan.  26  at  7:30  p.m  in 
the  Liicile  I’arker  Claflery  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  of 
William  Carey  University 
Admission  to  the  concert  is 
$7  h)r  ^enerj^l  admission 
and  $5  tor  students.  Tickets 
ma\  be  purchased  at  the 
diH)r  For  mi>re  information 
call  the  schtH)l  ot  music  at 
(601)3FH-617A. 

3.  Tlu'  late  V'emon  Dahmer  ot 
Forasit  County,  will  be-  hoiv 
oaxl  for  his  hotoK  iX»ntribte  ^ 
tions  io  the  Civ-il  Rights 
Movenient  at  an  Inaugural 
(  elebration  announcing  tlx- 
Vernon  Dahmer  Collectiim  at 
William  Carey  University 
F  t*l>.  3  at  4  p.m^in  the  Student 
Conferenc'e  Center  ot  Wilkes 
Dining  Ha\l  kx'ated  on  the 
Hattiesburg  tampus  Caan' 
was  the  first  nistorically 
white  private  college  in  the- 
state  to  voluntarily  admit 
black  students  ii\  1464.  As  a 
a*sult,  the  college  suffea*d 
several  indignities,  including 
ha\'ing  a  caiss  bunx*d  on  the 
lawn  of  then  president  J 
Ralph  \cx)nkt*ster's  home  In 
1SW8,  \ixinkt‘ster  presented 
papers  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical 

Commission  documenting 
Carey  s  role  in  the  Civil 
Rights  struggle  of  the  1%(K 
A  tarmer,  Sunday  schixrl 
teacher,  stoa*  owner  and 


2.  Manderville  to  perform  at  WCU 


sawmill  operator,  Dahmer 
served  as  pa*sidenf  of  the 
Forrest  Ck'untv  chaptei  ivt 
the  NAACP.  l3e  leU  voter 
a*gistration  drives'  .ind  had  a 
voter  registration  ixxik 
placed  in  nls  store  in  late 
l%5  .so  that  pesiple  Ci»ulo 
a*gister  U>  vote  Dn  January 
10,  1966  the  Dahmer  mime 


was  fire  bombed  by  mem 
hers  of  the  Ku  KJux  Klar.. 
and  Dahmer  died  from  his 
iniuric*s  the  following  dav 
The  publu  is  inv’ited  nvi'  ot 
charge  to  attend.  The  pn>- 
gram  wil'  run  one  hour  and 
15  minutes  A  a-ception  will 
tollou  in  the  Student 
Conference  Center. 


1.  Deacon  Ordinatiom,  Macedonia  Church,  Brookhaven 


1.  Macedonia  Church, 

Brookhaven,  ordained 

Greg  Brinson  and  Mitdwll 
Smitn  as  deacons  Se^.  17. 
Shown  are  Smith,  David 
Sellers,  and  Brinson. 

2.  Pine  Forest  Church, 
Collinsville,  ordained  Hm 
Wheat,  Chris  Keene,  Ken 
Prince,  and  David  Sessums 
as  deacons  Nov.  19.  Shown 
are  Wheat,  Keen,  pastor  O. 
Lyn  Nations,  Prince,  and 
Sessums. 


Clear  Branch  Church, 
Wesson,  ordained  Bobb 
Watts  as  deacon  Jan. 
Shown  are  pastor  Wayne 
Moak  and  Watts. 


I 


5.  Deacon  Ordinations,  Fhrsl  Church,  McComb 


4.  Lucicn  Church,  Lucien, 
completed  its  second  year 
of  raisins  pennies  for  the 
Memorial  to  the  Missing. 
The  church  has  raised 
approximately  30,000  pen¬ 
nies  during  ^  two  years. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


5.  First  Church,  McComb, 
recently  ordained  Kevin 
Touchstone,  Philip  Russell, 
John  Brand,  Wes  Gaskin, 
Jim  Khalaf,  and  Barry 
Jefcoat  as  deacons.  Shown 
are  the  new  deacons. 

6.  Pineview  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  participated  in 
Operation  Christmas 
Cnild's  shoebox  project, 
filling  a  record  110  boxes. 
Shown  are  the  Mission 
Friends,  GAs,  and  RAs. 
Douglas  Benedict,  pastor. 


6.  Children^  mission  project  Pineview  Church,  Hattiesburg 


7.  The  preschool  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs  of  Ephesus 
Church,  Forest,  went 
Christmas  caroling  in 
December,  visiting  the 
homes  of  several  families  in 
the  community.  Shown  are 
the  participants.  Jim 
Everett,  pastor. 


8.  Canaan  Chur^  Columbus, 
is  hosting  a  winter  wemum's 
conference  Feb.  24,  9 


Choks,  Ephesus  Church,  Forest 


(662)  327-3771  or 

canaan@cableone.net. 


a.m.-noon,  featuring  Rita 
Sweatt  speaking  on  Jesus 
Pra\^  for  Us.  Refreshments 
and  door  prizes;  tideets  are 
$5.  Contact  die  diurdi  at 


7.  PreschooPand  Children% 


Magee's  Creek  Church, 
layess,  will  host  a  Winter 
Bible  Study  Feb.  4,  11  a.m. 
and  6p.m.,  and  Feb.  5 -  7,  7 
p.m.  Don  Taylor,  speaker;  • 


10.  The  Plantersville  Pals 
of  First  Church, 
Plantersville,  held  a 
community  service  day, 
collecting  food  for  the 
church  rood  pantry  and 
rakins  leaves  for  elderly 
members  of  the  church. 


.  If.  Community  Sprvke^  firil  Church,  Plantersville 


2.  Deacon  Ordhtathms,  Pbie  Forest  Church,  Collinsville 


4.  Memorial  to  die  kthsing  Fundraiser,  Lucien  Church, 

I 

^ •  f  '  • .  * sa# •  *  • 


3.  Deacon  Ordhiation,  Clear  Branch  Church,  Wesson 


•  I  • . 


11.  Bdby  Dedkatkm,  New  Hope  Ckurdi,  SuwiraM 


12.  OiriHiiMS  Muskel,  Pineview  Clmrch,  HattieriNirg 


11.  New  Hope  Church,  Sum- 
rail,  held  a  babv  dedication 
service  Dec.  z4,  with  14 
children  being  dedicated. 
Shown  are  dw  participant^. 
Charles  Broome,  pastor. 

12.  PfaMview  Church,  Hallieo- 
bufjL  lst-6th  grade  dtil- 
drors  choir  recently  present¬ 
ed  the  Christinas  musical. 
Three  l^fise  Men  and  a  Baby. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 
EXxiglas  Benedict  pastor. 

13.  Michael  and  Tonya 
Wilbanks,  Winona,  have 
recently  been  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  North 
AaMrican  Mission  Board 
and  the  Mission  Service 
Corps  to  serve  as  Area  3 
coordinators  for  the  state 
of  Mississippi.  Shown  are 
the  Wilbanks. 

14.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
burned  their  church  note 
Jan.  21,  making  the  church 
debt  free.  Shown  is  pastor 
Jim  Buchanan  and  congre¬ 
gation. 

15.  Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  ded¬ 
icated  their  new  family 
life  center  Dec.  3  with  a 
program  and  fish  fry. 


13.  WBbanla 


Shown  is^  the -building 
committee.  * 

16.  The  children's  ministry  of 
Lakeside  .  Church, 
Hattiesburg  held  a  birth¬ 
day  parW  for  Jesus  Dec. 
24.  Tne  theme  was  Would 
You  Like  to  Give  a 
Monetary  Gift  to  Jesus,  to 
be  appliM  to  the  building 
fund.  $2430  was  donated. 

17.  The  choir  of  THnIty  Church, 
Petal,  presented  Jesus, 
There's  ^mething  About 
That  Name  Dec.  17.  The 


MSAudioLLc 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  &  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


IVooper  Hales 

info#ni8audiollc  .com 


P.O.  Box  1 575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Oimon.  MS  .19060  Fax  601-924-2880 


youth  of  the  church  uve  a 
slide  show  review  of  2006 
along  with  an  ice  cream 
social  Ian.  14.  The  GAs  of  the 
church  collected  enough 
money  to  buy  239  Bibles  tor 
Africa  as  a  mis.sion  project. 

18.  First  Church,  Magee, 

ordained  jimmy  Riley  as 
deacon  on  Jan.  14. 

19.  First  Church,  Purvis,  will 

host  Chris  McDaniel  Feb. 
21.  McDaniel  is  the  staff 
evangelist  of  Oakwood 
Church,  Chickamauga, 
Ga.,  and  was  formerly 
with  the  platinum  selling 
country  music  group 
Confeclerate  Railroad.  For 
more  information,  call 
(601)  794-8.S51.  Bill 

Wright,  pastor. 

20.  Copiah  and  Lincoln 
Associations  will  hold  a 
miniworkshop  for  church 
librarians  Feb.  10,  9  a.m.-2 
p.m.  at  the  Lincoln 
Association  fellowship  hall 
in  Brookhaven.  Peggy 
Tacon,  Library  Ministry 
Team  Leader,  Dauphin  Way 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala., 
instructor.  The  workshop  is 
free;  lunch  is  $5  and  can  be 
paid  at  the  door.  For  more 
informatioa  contact  Sarah 
Rutledge,  (601)  833-8111. 

21.  The  Women  on  Mission 
group  of  First  Church, 
Pascagoula,  prepared 
small  gifts  to  be  given  out 
at  the  Jackson  County 
Association  WOM  meet¬ 
ing.  Shown  are  Peggy 
Wukinson,  Betty  Witchen, 

■*  Nelda  Broom,  Ellon 
Yancey,  and  Dean  Coulter. 

22.  Calvary  Church,  Parch- 
man,  recently  licensed 
Charles  ^''Chubby"  Winters ' 
to  the  gospel  ministry 
^hosvn  is  Jim  '  Herman, ' 
Winters,  and  his  wife. 

23.  Providence  Church,  Gren¬ 
ada,  presented  LeC  Earth 
Receive  Her  King  Dec.  17. 
The  churdi  has  also  called 
Kenny  Carver  as  pastor. 
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14.  Notebuming,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


15.  Dedication,  Concord  Church,  Benton-lippah  Assoc. 


21.  Worqcn  on  Mission,  First  Church,  Httcagoula 
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22.  Licensing,  Calvary  Church,  fbrehman 
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A  STRONG  WOMAN? 


One  who  perseveres, 
a  leader,  mentor,  defender, 
or  a  young  woman 
filled  with  potential. 


WOMt  r 


Stcond  in  a  two-part  sfrifs  others  are  saving 

valuable  tinrte . 
from  goinjg  to 
numerous  sites  to 
read  documents 
that  may  not 
apply  to  their 
unique  situations,  I 

missiologist  Ed  ^ 

Stetzer  noted. 

Stetzer,  who 
serves  as  director 
for  NAME'S 
Center  tor 

M  i  s  s  i  o  n  a  1 

everything  Research,  said  partners  already 
hes  see  the  are  seeing  results  from  the  new 
lunities.  emphasis.  Through  its  portal  at 
will  not  be  www.missionalresearch.info, 
ches;  some  individuals  can  access  a  variety 
off  of  'dead  of  documents  around  three  cat- 
n  oertainlv  egorie^:  I 

eutipns.'^  1 - 

future  of  community. 


Harris  and  Avant  work  ckjaely 
to  monitor  growth  across  the  SBC 
because  Ihm  assignments  are  so 
intertwined.  Chum  plants  pro¬ 
duce  more  believers.  More  beuev- 
ers  lead  to  more  church  plants. 

"We  know  that  nearly  74%  of 
all  Southern  Baptut  churches 
baptize  10  or  less  in  any  jpven 
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NAMB's  research  area  will  NAMB.  The  board  also  endors- 
'  expand  even  further  in  coming  es  chaplains  whose  funding  is 
months  as  the  board  adds  a  provided  by  their  hiring  entit>' 
researA  and  develobment  direc-  such  as  the  military  or^alth- 
tor.>  That  individual's  responsi-  care  or  correctional  facilities, 
bility  will  be  to  take  raw  research  While  NAMB  works  closely 
knowing  church,  data  and  flesh  it  out  for  practical  with  its  partnere  to  place  as 

k^wing  culture  and  knowing  application  for  churches.  many  missionaries  on  the  field 

•  r.  "Historically  NAMB's  as  funds  allow,  it  alsw  is  pio- 

The  "knowing  church"  area  research  has  been  more  focused  neering  new  ways  of  involving 
shares  research  on  14  topics  on  crunching  information  from  families  in  mission  experiences, 
such  as  attendance  patterns  and  the  Annual  Church  Profile,"  Families  from  as  far  away  as 
trends  in  baptisms.  "Knowing  Stetzer  said.  "While  that  is  gcxxi,  Arizona,  Wisconsin,  and 

culture"  includes  topics  on  14-  it's  no  longer  gcxxi  enou^.  We  Michigan  gathered  in  Lynch, 

scxrietal  issues  ranging  from  want  to  be  a  one-stop  shop  for  Ky.,  over  the  july  Fourth  wwk 
abortion  to  homosexuafitv  and .  individuals  seeking  pra^ical  to  share  in  a  Families  on  Mission 
pornography.  A  Fact  File  for  information  on  how  to  reach  outreach.  About  200  volunteers 
Dodi  areas  contains  nearly  1,600  their'culture  and  c»mmunit)'."  shared  in  the  initiative. 

PowerPoint  slides  and  other  NAMB  currently  produces  22  The  new  venture  is  more 
downloadable  research  reports.  research  projects  annually  that  than  just  another  mission  pro- 

The  third  area,  'knowing  focus  on  topics  such  as  trends  in  jeci  to  help  a  local  community, 

community',"  includes  resouires  baptisms  and  what  people  think  said  Rick  Head,  NAMB's  adult 

su^  as  demographics,  how  fo  of  bcnithem  Baptisfe.  In  addition,  x’olunteer  mobilization  senior 

identify  people  groups  and  hove'  about  100  studies  a  month  are  asscKiate.  It's  designed  to  Ixmd 

to  locate  a  NAMB  church  con-  uploaded  that  are  culled  from  participating  families  closer 

sultant  for  further  assistance.  omef  sources  and  boiled  down  togethei — physically,  emotion - 

The  demographics  section  lor  easier  understanding.  ally  and  spiritually.  About  hall 

yontams  more  nian  3(i  maps  and  NAMB  has  made  it  easier  to  of  each  day  is  spent  on  family 

dozens ‘of  tables  .showing  tlieir  see  those  reports  by  constantly  dec  otionals  prayer,  worship 

implications  for  evangelism  and  updating  the  list  and  placing  it  .mission  aw  areness,  famiK 
church  planting  Mon*  than  2!^)  on  the  board  homepage  at  small-group  discu.ssions  and 
churches  dow'iiload  a  demo  www.namb.net  interacting  with  missionaries, 

graphics  report  in  an  'aveijage  Atter  family  morning  time, 

month  from  the  .site,  w'hich  na.'^^  Missions  participants  ale  assign^  mis- 

been  online  tor  less  than  a  year  While  NAMB  does  not  do  sion  prt>|ects  including  home 

SlifAtly  moa*  than  1,^)(X)  a‘g-  evangelism  or  church  planting  repairs,  painting  free  car  w  ash 

istered  users  frequent  w'ww.peo-  in  a  vacuum,  neither  does  it  es  and  \  isiting  shut-ins. 

plegaiups.info,  which  organizes  appoint  missionaries  bv  itself.  It  Next  vear  s  summer  paijects 
content  oy  country  of  origin  and  relies  heavily  on  its  partnerships  will  bi-  held  in  New  Orleans, 
language  spoken  in  the  nome.  with  the  42  state  wnvenhons  Lynch;  and  East  St.  Louis,  ill.  A 
"The  people  gaiups  site  is  a  and  the  Canadian  Convention  special  option  foi  homeschixil- 
virtual  link  between  IMB  and  of  Southern  Baptists  w'ho  share  ers  will  be  held  Sept.  29-Oct.  4  in 
NAMB  and  is  a  way  of  shari^  the  expense  of  placing  individu-  Mobile,  Ala.  For  more  informa- 

infonnation  between  the  dara-  als  on  the  field.  tion  and  to  register,  which  is 

bases  of  the  two  [boards],"  Much  of  that  cost  is  shared  already  underw’ay,  contact  Head 

Stetzer  said.  The  sharing  of  tluihe  through  gifts  to  the  Annie  at  rhead<«'namb.net  or  call  l-HOU- 

databases  reflects  the  narrowing  Armstrong  Easter  Offering,  462-H6S7,  ext.  6219.  Information 
of  Bie  definition  betw’een  what  which  .set  a  record  high  in  late  also  is  available  by  clicking  i*n 

are  "domestic"  and  "intemation-  2006.  As  of  late  Erecember,  the  Volunteering  in  Missions 

al"  mis.sions;  the  two  are  inc'rea.s-  NAMB  had  received  $57.9  mil-  link  at  w'ww.namp.net 

ingly  overlapping  as  the  w'orld  lion,  topping  its  $56  million 
has  come  to  Norm  America.  goal-  NAMB  received  in  the  first 
For  example,  someone  could  nine  months  of  the  \'ear  more 
search  for  information  on  the  than  it  had  ever  receiv'ed  in  an 
Quechua  people  of  Peru,  learn  entire  year,  reflecting  Southern 
about  their  cumm,’  and  value  sys-  Baptists’  affirmation  of  the 
terns  and  connect  with  others  board's  acknowledgement  for  a 
working  with  those  people  strong  mi.ssionarN'  mree. 

^x^ps  around  the  world  or  in  Until  2006,  the  most  e\’er 
dties  in  North  America.  That's  given  was  $53.8  million  in  2004; 
where  the  true  value  of  the  svs-  me  amount  for  2005  was  slighth’ 
tern  comes  into  play  as  someone  less  at  $53.6  million.  The  $57.9 
in  the  States  goes  online  to  learn  million  figure  is  onl\’  the  third 
about  a  people  jgroup  who  time  the  offering  has  surpas.sed 
recently  settlecf  in  their  commu-  its  goal  in  the  past  two  decades, 
nity  arid  learns  ways  of  reaching  said  Mike  Ebert,  NAMB's  senior 
them  through  networking  wim  director  of  communications, 
others  who  are  doing  the  same  in  The  bciard  has  5,364  nxission- 
odx^f  locations  throughout  North  aries,  the  majoritx’  who  are  fulh 
America  IX  around  the  world.  funded  through  the  Anni'e 
"Missions  is  not  foreign  any-  Armstrong  Offering.  About 
more,  it's  global,"  Stetzer  said  2,20ti  of  those  are  self-funded 
"We  neecl  t(>  learn  to  work  Mission  Service  Corps  current- 
together  to  reach  global  peo-  ly  receiving  enaorsement, 

(pfe"  as  they  immigrate  beyond  training  and  other  non-salary 
their  native  borders  ministry  support  through 
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Clue:  W^U 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  ertcoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throu^KMJt  the  puerle  Solve  by  trial 
artd  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Acts  Twenty :  Twenty-Eight. 


The  Future 

Ron  Fish,  NAMB's  interim 
president  and  distinguished  pro- 
tess*.>r  ol  evangelism  at 
South\^’e>tem  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  is  cx>nfident  that  me 
board  is  up  to  the  task  of  reduc¬ 
ing  lostness  in  North  America 
through  its  renewed  focus. 

"You  kxik  at  it  sometimes  and 
it  almost  appears  impos.sible," 
Fish  told  NAMB  staff  members 
in  September.  "But  I've  disan  - 
erect  that  the  commitment  at  the 
board  is  up  to  the  ta.sk,  andi  find 
that  we  are  going  about  our 
v\  ork  with  a  passion  that  I  don't 
kn<n\  that  I  ve  ever  seen  in  a 
group  of  people  that  work  in  a 
denominational  [entity]  before 

"I  know  we  face  a  task  that  is 
extremely  formidable,"  Fish 
said,  "but  we  believe  that  the 
God  who  assigns  us  the  task  is 
bigger  than  the  task  itself." 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Word  From  God 

John  1:1-9, 14-17 


By  Gloria  Lofton 


Our  study  theme  for  the 
month  of  February  is: 
Christianity  is  Christ.  Christfan- 


Christianity  is  Christ.  Christfan-  the  past.  John  was  not  merely 
ity  is  under  as.sault  Uxlay,  not  saying  the  Word  predated  time 
just  from  the  outside  secular  and  creation,  but  that  the  word 


was  not  anything  made 
that  was  made. '  John 

f  1:2-3  (KJV)  The  Word 
did  not  come  into  being; 
He  was  always  "vCith" 
God.  "With"  God  sug¬ 
gest  equality  as  well  as 
association.  John  assert¬ 
ed  in  these  verses  that 
the  Word  is  the  Creator 

snow  siaie  or  oeing,  .  of  all  that  exists, 

thus  indicating  the  con-  Lofton  Ip  verses  4-9,  John 

tinuing  existence  of  the  Word  in  identified  the  life  in  Jesus 


world,  but  from  inside  the  was  eternally  pre-existent  —  the  everyone.  In  verse  5a,  r 
Christian  faith.  Tinday,  the  major  Word  always  was.  He  was  how  John  switched  to  tht 
assault  on  Christian  faith  comes  declaring  the  Word's  distinct  sent  tense  from  past  tens 
from  the  spirit  of  the  thinking  of  and  super  finite  personality.  In  doing  st),  he  indicated  thi 
the  age.  Many  people  claim  lb,  the  preposition  "with"  indi-  light  of  the  world  contin 

they  follow  the  Christian  faith  cates  more  than  proximity.  It  constantly  shines.  Versi*  5 

but  they  do  not  think  it's  neces-  points  to  intimate,  personal  rela-  "And  the  light  shineth  in 
sary  to  hold  the  uniqueness  of  tionship,  not  mere  company,  but  ness;  and  the  darkness 
who  Jesus  Christ  is.  the  mt>st  intimate  communion,  prehended  it  not  (cf  3: IS 

In  John  1:1,  John  introduces  In  Ic,  we  read  "And  the  Word  nature  of  darkness  (evil)  i 

us  to  the  deity  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  was  GckI."  John's  point  was  to  to  set*k  the  light,  but  to 

reads,  "In  the  beginning  was  the  declare  that  fn>m  tne  beginning  come  or  conquer  it. 


reads,  "In  the  beginning  was  the  declare  that  fn>m  the  beginning 
Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  the  Word  was  fully  deity. 

Gtxi,  and  the  Word  was  God."  "The  same  was  in  the  begin- 
(KJV)  in  la,  notice  John's  use  of  ning  with  God.  All  things  were 
the  imperfect  verb,  was.  This  is  made  bv  Him  and  without  Him 


Him  and  without  Him 


Christ  as  the  Light  of  mankind. 
As  such,  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
true  light  and  gives  light  to 
everyone.  In  verse  5a,  notice 
how  John  switched  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  tense  from  past  tense.  By 
doing  St),  he  indicated  that  the 
light  of  the  world  continually 
constantly  shines.  Verse  5  says, 
"And  the  light  shineth  in  dark¬ 
ness;  and  the  darkness  com¬ 
prehended  it  not  (cf  3:19)  the 
nature  of  darkness  (evil)  is  not 
to  set*k  the  light,  but  to  over¬ 
come  or  conquer  it. 

In  verse  6-9,  we  are  intro¬ 
duced  to  John  the  Baptist  who 
was  sent  from  God  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  Light.  He 


came  for  witness  or  testimo¬ 
ny,  which  is  a  leading  empha¬ 
sis  of  this  Gospel.  His  com¬ 
mission  was  to  witness  to  the 
light,  which  has  been  shining 
ever  since  the  Creation  and 
was  about  to  enlighten  men 
with  His  presence.  The  wit¬ 
ness  was  designed  to  cause 
men  to  believe. 

John  1:14  reads,  "And  the 
word  was  made  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us  (and  we 
beheld  His  glory,  the  glory  as 
of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father)  full  of  grace  and 
truth."  (KJV)  "God  revealed 
Himself  through  the  Son  in 
human  form,  which  was  not 
mere  semblance,  but  flesh. 
John  could  have  said,  'man' 
but  he  chose  to  state  the  truth 
of  the  incarnation  emphatical¬ 
ly  so  as  to  contradict  those 
vvith  Gnostic  tendencies.  This 
false  view  of  Christ  refused  to 
acknowledge  that  pure  deity 
could  take  a  material  body, 
since  matter  was  regarded  as 
something  evil,  "(cf  1  Jn.  4:2,  3; 
II  Jn;  7)  (The  VVycliffe  Bible 
Commentary,  pp  f073-1074). 


Verse  15  refers  to  John  the 
Baphst's  testimony  in  light  of 
Jesus'  public  appearance.  Jesus 
came  after  lonn  in  time,  but 
went  before  nim  in  importance, 
even  as  He  was  before  him  as 
the  Eternal  One.  In  verses  16-17, 
the  writer  says  "And  of  His  full¬ 
ness  have  we  all  received,  and 
grace  for  grace.  For  the  law  was 
given  by  Moses,  but  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jesus 
Christ. "(KJV)  As  Jesus  Christ 
surpassed  Jt^n,  so  does  He  excel 
Moses?  Both  brought  something 
from  God,  but  the  one  bn)ught 
the  law  which  condemns,  tne 
other  grace  which  redeems  from 
the  law.  John  clearly  pointed  out 
that  the  Word  wht)  was  CrkI  in 
His  reincarnate  state  (V'.l) 
retained  and  maintained  His 
fullness  of  deitv  and  divine 

f;lory  during  His  incarnate  state, 
n  the  incarnation,  the  Word  did 
not  detach  Himself  from  what 
He  eternally  is.  There  is  no  emp¬ 
tying  of  the  Word  in  the  incarna¬ 
tion  but  a  divine  filling. 

s 

Lofton  /.s  <j  mcnihir  of  Willow 
Crovr  Church,  Collins. 


Explore  the  Bible 

when  Life  Turns  Upside  Down 

Esther  1:1-2:23 


By  Tim  Alexander 


Only  two  books  of  the  Bible 
are  named  for  women,  Ruth 
and  Esther.  The  next  four 
weeks  we  will  examine  the 
book  of  Esther.  First,  we  will 
look  at  the  king.  Ahasuerus 
was  his  Hebrew  names. 
(Xerxes  was  his  Greek  name). 
His  father  was  Darious  1,  and 
his  grandfather  was  Cyrus  the 
Great.  This  king  had  a  regal 
bloodline.  King  Ahasuerus 
ruled  the  Persian  Empire  from 
486  to  465B.C.  The  setting  for 
this  book  is  the  king's  pvalace 
at  Susa,  Persia. 

Ruler  for  the  East  hosted 
extravagant  banquets.  Each 
banquet  provided  a  great 
opportunity  for  him  to  influ¬ 
ence  his  friends  and  impress 


Three  banquets  are 
mentioned  in  Esther 
chapter  one.  Queen 
Vasnti  was  presiding 
over  one  of  tnese  banquets. 
The  king  chose  who  would 
attend  the  lavish  banquet.  He 
would  have  his  provincial 
leader  come  when  the  time 
was  right.  Along  with  the  ban¬ 
quets,  week  long  feasts  were 
also  mentioned  in  this  book. 
When  the  queen  said  no  to  the 
king's  request,  she  lost  her 
title  and  her  position.  The 
king  began  the  search  for  a 
new  queen. 


1.  Accept  Unavoid¬ 
able  Changes,  (Esther 
2:5-7) 

Mordecai  was  a 
Jew  who  had  a  strong 
faith.  He  was  also 
taken  captive  by  the 
Babvionians.  His 
family,  Kish,  was  also 
listed  among  the  Jews 

AU  iwla  taken  in  the 
Alexander  Babylonian  captivity. 

He  lived  at  the  king's  palace. 
The  Babylonians  maue  life 
unpleasant  for  the  Jews.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Persians 
were  accepting  of  the  Jews  and 
gave  them  more  freedom. 
Mordecai  had  a  unique  and 
fecial  relationship  with 
Esther,  whose  name  means 
"star".  Her  Hebrew  name  was 
Hadassah.  Mordecai  was 
Esther's  cousin  but  he  was  her 
legal  guardian  after  her  par- 


Ruler  for  the  East  hosted  this  book  are  the  king 
extravagant  banquets.  Each  Ahasuerus,  Esther,  Mordecai, 
banquet  provided  a  great  Esther's  cousin,  and  Hamon. 
opportunity  for  him  to  influ-  Esther  was  a  young  Jewish 
ence  his  friends  and  impress  woman  who  was  told  not  to 
his  VIP's  and  common  people  reveal  her  family  history.  Esther 
in  his  royal  palace.  He  could  was  born  and  lived  for  "such  a 
also  flaunt  his  great  power,  time  as  this." 


Some  of  the  key  persons  of  ents  died.  You  could  call 


Esther  Mordecai's  adopted 
daughter.  Esther  was  a  beauti¬ 
ful  daughter  who  was  a  part  of 
the  king's  harem.  One  must 
keep  in  mind  that  the  people 
who  lived  in  Susa  did  not 
know  Esther  and  Mordecai 
were  Jewish. 


2.  Adjust  to  New  Chal¬ 
lenges,  (Easter  2:8-10) 

Word  spa*ad  like  wildfia*  that 
the  kini  was  in  search  of  a  iu*w 
queen  Vlan\  women  came  to  the 
torta*ss  of  Susa  to  perhaps  be 
selected  as  the'  new  queen.  Esther 
was  one  of  these  w'omen  who 
came  to  the  k)rtiess.  Our  Cjod  is 
at  work,  but  we  some  times  fail  to 
see  that.  The  Lord  was  at  work 
with  the  keeper  of  the  harem, 
Hegai.  This  Cjentile  haa*m  keep¬ 
er,  played  an  important  role  in 
Gt)d's  plan  for  the  king's  new 
queen.  The  beauty  of  Esther 
plea.sed  the  king.  Hegai  gave 
Esther  special  treatment,  and  he 
also  provided  for  her  maid  as 
well.  Upon  the  advice  of 
Mordecai,  Esther  did  not  reveal 
her  Jewi.sh  heritage.  Ope  of  the 
reasons  for  Esther  not  to  reveal 
her  Jewish  bkxxiline  was  that 
Hamen  later  tried  to  kill  the  Jews. 
Good  ad  via.’  is  always  priceless, 
and  can  s<.)metimes  save  ones  life, 
as  in  the  case  of  Esther. 

One  of  my  favorite  verses  in 
the  Bible  is  Proverbs  3:5-6:  "Trust 
in  the  Lord  with  all  of  your  heart 
and  lean  not  on  yt)ur  own  under¬ 
standings;  in  all  your  ways 
acknow'ledge  Him  and  He  will 


make  your  paths  straight." 
Sometimes  our  lives  have  a  few 
cur\’es  in  them,  but  (Jod  can 
make  our  paths  straight.  I  am 
sure  Esther  was  wondering  what 
path  CH)d  had  her  life  on,  but  she 
mmained  true  to  her  Cjod. 

3.  Avail  Yourself  of  Oppor¬ 
tunities,  (Esther  2:16-17,  zi-23) 

Esther  had  a  natural  beauty 
that  shined  brightly  like  a  star! 
She  impa’ssed  everyone  w'ho 
met  her.  The  scripture  says  that 
the  king  loved  Esther  moie  than 
all  of  the  other  women.  He 
placed  a  crown  upon  her  head 
and  pronounced  her  queen. 
Mordecai,  who  had  the  inside 
track  to  the  fortress,  heard 
through  the  grape  vine  of  a  pos¬ 
sible  as.sassination  attempt  on 
the  king.  Thankfully  he  toiled 
the  plan  when  he  revealed  this 
plot  to  the  new  queen,  who  in 
turn  told  the  king  of  this  plot. 
Mordecai  used  his  family  ties  to 
do  a  good  work.  As  God  used 
Esther,  may  He  use  you  this 
week  in  vour  service  to  Him! 


Alexander  is  Minister  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Harrisburg  Church,  'Tupelo. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ancT photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  Rx  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type^t- 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1  -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
harms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  recei^  in  writing  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  corv 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


Photograph  attachmerrts  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  «i4io,  wlicrc  details  of 

the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  tefophorre  number. 

Photographs  rriay  be  color  or  black  arfo 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  plwlos 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  IKC  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-arid-a-haK  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  nKist  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-light^. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  suMect  to  crap- 


Ring.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 

lo  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  pnotogr^hs  can  be  published 
or>e  time  only.  (^adlir>e  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord9mbcb.org. 
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www.baptistchildrensviilaye.coni 


Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January  wc  evaluate  the  cash  gifts 
received  by  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
during  the  previous  twelve  months.  In  this 
evaluation  it  has  become  customary  to  list  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  descending  ofxier  of 
the  designated  ca.sh  gifts.  This  does  not  include  non¬ 
cash  gift  items  or  volunteer  efforts  that  many 
churches  contribute.  This  evaluation  and  analysis 
has  become  known  as  the  “Honor  Roll  of  Churches.” 
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